Forms of Government
(in alphabetic order)
Anarchy
Anarchy is lack of a central government, as there is no one recognized governing authority; in anarchy there is no effective government (as opposed to an "ineffective government") and each (rugged) individual has absolute liberty. It is important to note, however, that the lack of a government to enforce laws does not automatically imply that there are no laws.

Aristocracy
A form of government in which a select few rule based on inherited hereditary right. 

Autocracy 
(also called despotism or dictatorship or tyranny)

A form of government in which the political power is held by a single, self-appointed ruler. 

Democracy
The word "democracy" literally means "rule by the people." In a democracy, the people govern.
Fascism
Rule by a totalitarian and corporatist government. It has also gone by the names Nazism, Baathism, and Corporatism.

Kleptocracy
A term applied to a government that extends the personal wealth and political power of government officials and the ruling class (collectively, kleptocrats) at the expense of the population. 

Monarchy
Rule by an individual for life or until abdication, often hereditary. On a positive note, a monarchy usually possesses more checks and balances than an autocracy or dictatorship. 

Oligarchy
A form of government ruled by a small elite segment of society. This group’s power can be determined by family, wealth, academic or intellectual class, military position or religious authority.

Plutocracy
Rule by the wealthy, or power provided by wealth. 

Republic
Rule by elected individuals representing the citizens. In a republic, the people elect representatives to make and enforce laws.
Theocracy
A form of government ruled by religious law. This government can be lead by a self appointed or elected leader or group. 

