Digital World

Unit 6 – Coding in HTML

Linking Files Tutorial
HyperText Markup Language does 2 things. First, It formats text and arranges the layout of a web page. Second, it links to other web pages and data. Pictures are also placed in a web page using links. The link tag is called an "Anchor" or < A > tag. The Anchor tag can sometimes be confusing to look at. The anchor tag has many attributes and must inculde the address of the file it is linking to and the address can get very long. it can be hard to see where the anchor tag begins or ends.

Like most tags, the anchor tag is a pair. The beginning anchor link uses the "HREF" attribute and it holds the address of the file being linked to. The end anchor tag has a slash " < /A > " like all end tags. Between the two tags is the link that can be clicked. You can put text or a picture as the link. Here is an example of an Anchor tag using the text "Click Here": 
	< A HREF="address">
	Click Here
	< /A >

	↑
	↑
	↑

	Begin tag
with address
	Text to
click on
	End tag


Lets look at some examples of different kinds of < A > tag links: 

Linking to World Wide Web Sites

:
Here are 2 examples of links to web sites. The address in the "HREF" attribute should be a full web address. The best way to put the address into the tag is to use your browser to go to the site. Highlight and copy the address from the browser's address window. Then, paste it into your HTML code. 

< A HREF="http://www.google.com"> LINK TO GOOGLE < /A >

< A HREF="http://www.yahoo.com"> Link To Yahoo < /A >
Linking to a Picture
Bringing a picture into a web document is like linking to a local file. The first thing to do is put the picture fie into the same directory as the HTML file with the link. Then use the Image Source tag. The image source tag is one of few tags that is used by itself. It is not part of a matching pair. Here is an example: 
<IMG SRC="Picture-file.jpg">

Internal Link
it is also possible to create links to places inside the same document. This is very heplful if you have a long document or want to put a table of contents at the top of a docment. You can place links at the top of the document that links you to sections lower down. Here is an example of a link at the top. It uses the HREF= attribute and uses the document's name (link to the same document). Then it uses the # symbol to name the Anchor tag somewhere else in the document. 

<A HREF="ThisDoc.html#Marker1"> LINK TO PLACE IN THIS DOCUMENT </A>

>

>    somewhere else in the document . . .

>

<A NAME="Marker1"> INTERNAL LINK </A>
Above is an anchor tag that uses the "NAME=" attribute. It marks the place the Anchor link should go.

Exercise

Open your "template.html" document and save it as links.html.

Make sure it is in your documents directory with your other HTML documents.

find a picture file in jpg, png or gif format and put it in you documents folder.

Using the information on this page, create at least 2 links in your links.html document. One link should be to a local HTML document in the documents folder. The other should be to a picture document that you have copied into the documents folder.

· Make sure the links in your document work. 

Challenges

Try to create other types of links as well. Some things you could try are:

Link to a site on the World Wide Web.

Make a link that uses a picture as the object to click on.

Make a link that uses text as the object to click on.

Using the online resources listed below, make a link that opens in a new tab or window. This is done using the "target" attribute.

· Try to make internal links (within the same document). 
